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of paddles, and suspecting that the savages were going to capture
them, hastily slipped among the tall reeds, which they traversed
without being perceived.

Perrot reémbarked, with all his men, in good order; he en-
countered at the [Fox—Wisconsin]| portage a canoe of French-
men who were coming from the country of the Nadouaissioux.
He warned them not to trust the Maskoutechs, who would plun-
der them ; but his warning was in vain. Some of that nation,
discovering them, bestowed upon them every kindness, entreat-
ing them to stop and rest themselves, on their way, at their
village; but the Frenchmen had no sooner arrived there than
they were pillaged. The other Frenchmen reached the Mis-
sisipi; Perret detached ten men to warn, in behalf of Monsieur
de Frontenae, the Frenchmen who were among the Nadouais-
sioux to proceed to Michilimakinak. Perrot’s establishment
was located below the Ouiskonche, in a place very advanta-
geously situated for security from attacks by the neighboring
tribes.! The great Chief of The Miamis, having learned that
Perrot was there, sent to him a war-Chief and ten young war-
riors, to tell him that, as his village was four leagues farther
down, he was anxious to sit down with Perrot at the latter’s
fire. That Chief proceeded thither two days later, accompanied
by twenty men and his women, and presented to the Frenchman
a piece of ore from a lead Mine. Perrot pretended not to be
aware of the usefulness of that mineral; he even reproached
the Miami for a similar present by which he pretended to cover
the death of the two Frenchmen whom the Maskoutechs had
assassinated with the three Miami women who had escaped from
an Iroquois village. The Chief was utterly astonished at such
discourse, imagining that Perrot was ignorant of their deed;
and told him that, since he knew of that affair, he would do
whatever Perrot wished in the matter. The Chief also assured
him that, when the Allies were assembled, he would make them

1There are no data sufficient for the exact location of this post; it was
probably not far from the present Dubuque, Towa—at which place, and
at Galena, Ill.,, were located the lead mines often mentioned by La
Potherie; and later, by Charlevoix, as “Perrot’s mines.” See Wis. Hist.
Colls., x, pp. 301-333.—Eb.



